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Novelty (N) 


Claims 
Claims 
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NO 
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NO 
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Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 
Claims 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 
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Claims 





D1 ■ VVO 2004/053201 

D2 = Derwent Abstract Accession No 2004-185614/18 & JP 2004052037 

™ = Derwent Abstract Accession No 2003-372523/35 & WO 2003/0381 56 

U4 - US 6540902 

°5 = US 20040060826 

fore, ect ^ 

ox.de powder and/or pellets are continuously ^^semi rnnSn. 1 ? " 6 8 I nasolid stat e where the metal 
such that the metal oxide powder/pe llete ^ d^SSd^S^ fe ^ nt ° a , m °' ten etect ^e bath 
sLghtly inclined cathode, causing the metal oxfde DowSSrM.»f f T SUrfaC6 ° f 3 hori ^^V disposed or 
cathode towards the forward end of the ca h<£e ?JSSS^SSSS, m0V6 l °^ r "W* surface of the 
o metal occurs and continuously or semi-conttnuous v ^ma^T C f ^ '? i0n ° f the metal 
reduced metal oxide powder/pellets from ^emoSZ^^tlJ^rl electro ^emically 
related art and also discloses a continuous i o ^emi ?nnS T * e documer * D1 is the closest 

a metal oxide powder and/or peltetsTa solfd state Pr0C6SS electr °<*emically reducing 

indined^enordS 

forward over a horizontally disposed or slTghtlv ? nclnld un^,?^ 6 P ^ er and/or pe,lets to ™ve 
powder and/or pellets move toward the fSd^vd^tZ^^ ° f the Cathode 80 that the 

^ysuJe^SK 

has an mventive step and is industrially applicabte da ' med ,nvent,on is tnerefore novel, 
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